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This highly illustrated study details Daniel Francis O'Neill's extraordinary career and his crucial role

in the preservation and dissemination of Irish traditional music and contains newly discovered

information on this unique figure in Irish and Irish-American cultural history.
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This slim but fact-filled and well written book is a biography of Francis O'Neill (1848-1936), The

Chicago Chief of Police whose pioneering collections of Irish music (particularly theÂ 1850Â and

theÂ 1001) saved dozens, perhaps hundreds, of beautiful tunes from extinction.There are many

musical examples given, so it helps to be able to read; but this is not essential to enjoy the

story.Thoroughly recommended to anyone with more than a passing interest in Irish folk music.
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